
THE FIRST NOEL,  THE ANGEL DID SAY

"The Fi rs t  Noel"  is  or ig inal ly  an Engl ish fo lk  song.  l t  is  a  specia l  k ind of  fo lk  song cal led a caro l .  Caro ls  were
sung at  important  t imes of  the year ,  inc luding Chr is tmas and Easter .

His tor ica l ly ,  a  caro l  had a ref ra in in  which everyone might  jo in ,  and could be used for  dancing.  The joyous
t imes of  Chr is tmas and Easter  have for  hundreds of  years been occasions for  s ing ing and dancing caro ls .  Songs
wi th ref ra ins have a lways been popular  in  the church.  In  the f i rs t  p lace,  they would a l low everyone to s ing,
even though they might not have been able to remember the words of each stanza. Secondly, the refrain
sty le of  s ing ing encourages people to  par t ic ipate creat ive ly ,  making up ind iv idual  s tanzas wi th the whole group
jo in ing in  on the ref ra ins.  Try to  wr i te  a s tanza of  your  very own for  th is  caro l .

S ince "The Fi rs t  Noel"  te l ls  the story of  Chr is tmas i t  is  known as a bal lad caro l .  Another  famous bal lad caro l
is  "God Rest  You Merry,  Gent lemen."
"The Fi rs t  Noel"  was probably heard or ig inal ly  wi th  lu te (gui tar - l ike inst rument) ,  recorder  ( f lu te- l ike inst ru-
ment) ,  and a var ie ty  of  percussion inst ruments.  The arrangement  g iven below is  in tended to help you te l l  the
story wi th music  and words.

T H E  F I R S T  N O E L
Tradi t ional  Engl ish Carol
Bass Xylophone (Play for  ent i re  p iece)

Parts for stanzas: Add one for each stanza
S tanza  1 :  A l t o  Xy lophone

last  stanza. Al l  drop out on
Xy lophone ( ln  Canon)

Arr. for Orff  Instruments
by Michael  Hawn

re f ra in  each t ime.un t i l  a l l  a re

Stanza

playing by
2: Soprano

Stanza 3:  A l to  Glockenspie l Stanza 4:  Soprano Glockenspiel

Stanza 5:  Al to Stanza 6:  Tamborine (Cont inue on last  refrain)

Refrains:  Oboe, Soprano Recorder or Flute (Refrain 1 -  tacet)
Refrain 2:

Bass Xylophone (Play for  ent i re piece)

Meta l lophone

Refrain 3:
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Refrain 4:

Refrain 5:

Stanza 6 and Refrain 6:
Modif ied Canon

Refrain 6:

6,(2na 
t ime onlY)

INTRODUCTION: Two measures of  Bass and Xylophone. (Guitar may be added throughout on oppn D chord -  no 3rd).

CODA: Repeat last refrain with all instruments. Invite the congregation to join the choir.


